Birth Certificate Information

After working with the Department of Human Resources for over a year, the final Rules and Regulations for
Vital Statistics have been approved. GA Friends of Midwives, GA Midwifery Association and Childbirth
Alternatives Network worked very hard to get DHR to make the new Rules and Regulations reasonable. We did
have a small amount of input into these regulations, but unfortunately not enough. If you are planning a
homebirth or you are a midwife working with parents planning a homebirth, it is very important that you have
the documentation listed below when you go to your county registrar to obtain a birth certificate. Without this
information, the parents will only be able to obtain a birth certificate through court order. If anyone has
difficulty, after presenting the required documentation, please contact Debbie Pulley at (770) 381-2339. Debbie
is the Liaison for Vital Records working with parents and Registrars to get the birth certificate completed.

290-1-3-.05 Registration of Out of Institution Births

(1) In any case where a birth occurs outside a hospital, or other recognized medical facility, without
medical attendance and the birth certificate is filed be someone other than a health care provider, additional
evidence in support if the facts of birth shall be completed and filed in the presence of the local Vital Records
registrar in the county where the birth occurred. A birth certificate for a birth, which occurs outside a recognized
medical institution, shall only be filed upon personal presentation of the following evidence by the individual(s)
filing the certificate:

(@) Proof of pregnancy:

1. Prenatal record (midwives' prenatal records are not acceptable, although the mother’s “personal
prenatal record” is acceptable) or

2. Statement from a physician or other health care provider who is qualified to determine pregnancy; or
3. Prenatal blood analysis or positive pregnancy test results from a laboratory.

(b) Proof of the mother's residence on the date of the out of institution birth:

1. A valid driver's license, or a state issued identification card, which includes the mothers current
residence on the face of the license or card; or

2. A rent receipt which includes the mother's name and address, and the name, address, and signature
of the mother's landlord.

(¢) An_identifying document, with photograph, for_the individual(s) personally presenting the
evidence required to file the certificate.

(d) Affidavits:

1. At least two notarized affidavits signed by persons present or in attendance at the birth, eighteen
years or older;



2. A signed affidavit from a licensed physician describing his or her knowledge of the newborn
resulting from his or her first examination of the infant. The physician must have had personal
contact with the mother during the pregnancy and note that on the letter.

(2) At the discretion of the State Registrar, the procedures contained in these Regulations may be

supplemented with additional requirements which may be needed to verify the facts of birth.

Such additional requirements may include, but are not limited to:

(a) Supplemental information; or

(b) A home visit by a public health nurse or other health professional.

(3) The pregnant woman may appear in person before the local registrar prior to giving birth to "pre-
register” the birth. Completion of the birth certificate after the birth occurs is required before the birth shall be

registered.

(4) If the required evidence is not available and the registrar is unable to verify the facts of the
birth, the out of institution birth may be registered only by order of a court of competent jurisdiction.




